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7.1    FACTORS THAT SHAPE THE LOCAL CADASTRAL RECORD SYSTEM
The arrangements for maintaining a multipurpose cadastre among the offices of a county or municipal government will vary as much as does the structure of those governments. The tasks of developing and operating a new level of technical operations will be assigned differently among the agencies of the local government, depending on such factors as the scope of authority provided in state-enabling legislation, the year in which the new system is designed, the resources available at that time to each of the several local agencies involved, and various other factors described in the following paragraphs. The differences in organizations should not prevent the local offices from meeting statewide standards for the contents and the operations of the multipurpose cadastre, as long as the latter are known and understood.
7.1.1    The Issue of Centralization: Operations versus Control
For efficient management of an information and record-keeping system, the management personnel of the user agencies must be involved. For a multipurpose cadastre, this means building links among three or four of the separate divisions of county or municipal government listed in Section 5.1. Perhaps the simplest arrangement for involving all these agencies is to assign the operation of the cadastre to the central administrative office, close to the chief executive. Most of the cadastres of West Germany, for example, are operated by the state finance ministries, in part owing to their importance in the taxation system.
In local governments in the United States the need for a broader and more efficient system of land records is being felt more immediately by the management of the user agencies than it is by the general public. Prior to the assignment of the development of the cadastre to a central administrative office and the gathering of the necessary public and financial support thereof, a consortium of county-operating agencies should initiate design of the cadastre elements.
Where an information system depends on cooperation among several suppliers of information to adhere to common standards and procedures, then it is helpful if each participant carries responsibilities for maintaining parts of the system that are in the same relative proportion as his or her need for the overall common results. The four most likely user agencies to be served by a successful local land-data system, according to a poll of expert opinion in February 1982, are the assessor, the planning department, the deed recorder, and the county or city engineer (Lincoln Institute of Land Policy, 1982). Other important users are listed in Section 5.1.
As recently as the early 1970's, the economics of data processing appeared to dictate that information systems be integrated for each district and operated from a central location. With the technology of microprocessing, this is no longer a given.n 1:10,000 property boundary is a street right-of-way; or (3) where a political boundary is a natural feature.conclusions. The emphasis should be on the interpretation, not the system. Keep the system out of the controversy.n is with specifying the work to be done and the capabilities that products must possess.
